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Thus absorbing and Unerang new
novel 3y the man hadeg Yy Roserio
Bolafio as “by Br Spain's best 1vnter
today” takes up once more 3 theme

that he has pursued obsoasivly In
Pr=vions novels: inferpretation. e is,

fascinatod hy hiowe we can "regd” each
oher, and how we cap 9ls1e
Siortes, Mherlork Holowes-dike, from

the smallest signs observed in o WTE,

Heguss Dewa, the pold-hio: aded-

PIOAZonist of Mariass acclaimed
Tiicey Yeur [aoe lomorrow. hac thi§
adtural iR for “seeing through”™
uther peonle, for "readlng™ the tiiest
detaii ol their dppiamance  and
behaviour. The female mamatar of
Mariass Litest novel The Infenia-
HONS. Das iz mift oo, bt wliers
VETE Bl was ysed for profecsinnal
Surveiliee and inveshgation. hers
1§ motivated b sexval ghstesion

it ltke this, Manas' mayrsealind a
vather  phitosophical,  contiyw tg?
APPLOACH W Tigvel-whiling — and b
syle, Ut S mue, is disqurste

cezebral ofter the manner of Milzn
Knngera orJose Saiumagn, But therr
L+ another dimension o hig weiting
hig wofimate HOt ambivalent elavon
t Laglish Lfe and literapire. For in
additivn 10 K5 coreer as 2 novolist
Mrtets s 3 poted wapslater af
English ficien = he has renderce
FUENONC from  Latimenoe Sterne 1w
Ratberi Lowis Stevenson mito Spanich
—anda‘tsaspemamupﬁe of yoars 1
U 198058 teaching at Caford Linsve:-
sity- Those freaming spives {none tou
Daticringly portraved) am 3 back-
40P [ his Obrlesguee comic nowel AN
Soulk (1992), while Landor i wonrld
of coanne diplomats and Expensively

Eleazy Mapdair nighiclobs) 3= rthe
prnapal weiting of Your Face Tomer
Tow. But more than that, Marias b
abworbed] into hit cresthve Blopd- _f
SUCAm WO characteristically English
genres that gve [l veny 1g his B
mation with waskes and detecrion- e

Py novel and the murder ppystery.

It The Infatuations, 2 2 the spits
of murder mystery that preclom-

TAICE {withon! the newe] ever Becom-

NG 2 mulrder rysiory, in the senee of
the “solutiph™ becoming the yimate

peut). St in Madrid, i is earage]

by Mazia Doiz, 2 unior emploven ar 3
pubslhing  hosze. CVETY AanmIang
she breakizsts at the same Calo, and
2hes o chitieng, forddy, 2 hapmy
mamicd oouple who  hahitads

acCapy  a  neyghbouring:  able 3
Though she newer speaks 10 thoa — “'
she cxchanges with them anly wayes &
of acknowlexigmont — she spdads 3
much ume thinking gy them,
agimg thar tives. She comes 1o
call Lers, in her mnd the “Pavioct
Coupic™. And then, ppp day, shc
FeRITS 10 discaver that the hesthang?
nas Soen Killed In the XTeol i a3 man-
domn attack by g deranged homcloss
man. Muda approaches the widow,
and shis leads 1o ber Mevting Diaz-
Varels, a2 handseme frieng of the
murdered man. Marias crush ol
Ciaz-Varala fwhich Quekly trany
Lawes into 2 caenal Mr) leads 1o the
sospition thar D3az-Vargla hipyeif
may be infanated wih =omesnc
- clse. ahd that the husband’s death
may Not have been at all random o
meEningless.

For alf he Cuneas thae TP
ACTOS3 He suriace (Meditations on the
relattonship between the dead aru
e lving, and botween 1-uih anc
the: =tovies people telll. The ItilatiLa-
oS is powered Wrimately by rhe:
PIIsare of good old-fushinned e
pense. Two long secnss in paniesiar
— didlogues benween Masa and
IRaz-Yarels - are masterclasses in
Now 4 conversaton b ramprles
(vt possible interaresarions of 3
Balzac rovel) con at the 5drme tirpe

Sain 18 unhearahle [AUReSs 2
Poteniial for instantanepys 1 OIenCE.
These dialogues  are real, bar

rosurresred. Th Infansatinns
i% a labyrinthine exploration, at snce
thrilling  ang relancholy, of (he
Tr.Canings of age man's death — and,
thvough Manas ohseseive SpGoida-
LOns about £izz-Vaiels Vivid lesh-
(COIY to the »ower of SIONCS, for

- 206l or Al 1o weeave the world into

Hr thoughts and our thoughss intg

the world



